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More Retail? 
51 Frederick County Acres Bought 
by Tetra Partnership of Reston 
By Hill Vaden  
The Winchester Star  

Winchester-Frederick County residents can expect the 
arrival of another half-million square feet of retail. 

On April 1, Rutherford Farms LLC, in care of Tetra 
Partnership, purchased 51 acres near the north 
intersection of U.S. 11 and Interstate-81 from John B. 
Schroth, John S. Scully IV, and Robert C. Solenberger 
for $4,578,399. Tetra Partnership, headquartered in 
Reston, hopes to turn the land into 500,000 to 600,000 
square feet of retail shopping.  

“It is all zoned B-2 and B-3,” Bill Lauer, president and 
owner of Tetra Partnership, said. “We see it becoming a 
major retail center over the next few years.”  

Tetra 
Partnership is 
a commercial 
real estate 
development 
company that 
does not 
typically take 
on projects the 
size of 
Rutherford 
Farms.  

The 51 acres making up Rutherford Farms lie in the 
center of this photo. U.S. 11 runs below the property 
and I-81 to its left. Tetra Partnership closed on the land 
April 1.  
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In Your Opinion

To what extent do you 
agree with the Supreme 
Court ruling that allows 
local governments to 
seize and demolish 
homes, regardless of 
their condition, to make 
way for private business
development. 

It's not right under 
any circumstance 

It's OK under 
certain circumstances 

It's OK under any 
circumstance 

 

View Stats 
 

nmlkj

nmlkj

nmlkj

 Vote Now! 

Page 1 of 4The Winchester Star

6/29/2005http://www.winchesterstar.com/TheWinchesterStar/050512/Business_retail.asp



Back to Home Page 

   

Email this article to a friend  

“We are 
normally 

smaller, niche developers,” Lauer said. “We have done 
as much as one-quarter of a million square feet.”  

Lauer is trying to sell the whole property, or parts of it, 
to a retail developer more capable of taking on a 
500,000-square-foot retail development.  

“We are talking to a lot of national development firms,” 
he said, not mentioning a deadline for the sale. “We are 
a market-driven company and the market will tell us 
when to go forward.”  

Lauer hopes the property can be sold, and work can 
begin in the next “six months or so.”  

He said it is important to Tetra that the property be 
developed “comprehensively.” Whoever ends up 
buying the land, or portions of it, must present “a good 
cohesive plan,” he said, before the sale is finalized.  

“When you do it in bits and pieces it is really hard to 
keep under control,” he said.  

He predicts the property to hold a hotel, gas station, 
potential restaurant, and bank.  

“The market is prepared to accept [those] today,” he 
said. “A grocery store is a year [or so] away. I think 
you will have to see some rooftops in Stephenson 
Village before[hand].”  

He says the land can support “big box uses as well as a 
neighborhood shopping center.”  

Certain proffers for the 51 acres have already been 
contracted with Frederick County.  

“All the infrastructure is there, but we have some road 
improvements to do on [U.S.] 11,” Lauer said. “A year 
after we start we are to [begin] the road improvements.” 

He has not set a per-acre price for the land’s resale.  

(Photo by Scott Mason) 
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